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She had a poor reputation being known by the religious leaders as a “sinner.”  She came alone into the gathering of men.  She stood at the feet of the Master crying.  She saw that her tears had fallen upon his feet as he reclined at the table so undid her flowing hair and wiped the unwashed feet with her hair.  She then did the memorable, she anointed those tear-washed feet from a flask of perfume which if sold would have brought a laborer’s wages for a full year. Then she was criticized for waste.  
What a courageous woman. Jesus rescued the woman forever.  He showed His wisdom, kindness, insight and graciousness by rebuking the greedy Iscariot.  He then turned His attention to the woman.  Jesus responded by stating in her presence and before all His “distinguished” hosts. 

“But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me.”  Matthew 26:10(ESV)
Then He went on to give us all encouragement.  He said her example of giving will be told wherever the Gospel (Good News) will be given.  He was correct.  The story of exemplary giving accompanies the story of Jesus’ love and kindness around the world.  I like the way Jesus, Himself, said it.

“Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”  Matthew 26:13(ESV)

To this writer it is comforting and helps to stay focused.  When giving is good, Jesus knows and rewards.   Generous giving always helps the giver as much as the recipient.  Many years ago, I was in some financial need to pay my income tax.  A friend came to my aid by loaning me several hundred dollars.  Nearly thirty years  ago at my level of income that was a tidy sum of money.  After my taxes were paid I spoke to the individual who made the loan offering to repay it in installments over a period of time.  He did the unexpected, he forgave the debt.  That generous act has stayed with me these many years.  Whenever I think of it, I think how blessed I was to have a godly person care for me.  I hope I have been generous all these years since. Perhaps you have your own story of generosity.  Maybe you were given a chance to prove yourself at a new job.  Maybe you gave a young person the opportunity to attend summer camp or helps them purchase books for their university experience.  Maybe you were generous to someone whose reputation was publicly tarnished like the woman in this Bible story.  I hope you have had the joy of giving and have been a generous donor.

One more comment by Jesus Christ is worth considering.

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35(ESV)


Happy “giving.”

