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Sometimes the English language is very expressive.  At other times it is frustratingly inadequate. We speak to our mom and say, “I just love your lemon-meringue pie.”  We say to our friend, “I just love your romantic novel.”  We say to our fiancé, “I love you.”  We say, that married couple still makes love after 50 years.”  And then we read in the Bible, “you shall love the Lord your God…and your neighbor as you love yourself.”  Now it is no wonder that we get a bit confused about this matter of love.


In this column I will try to only address this latter use of the word “love.”  Over the years I have been known to have developed some “Snyderisms.”  Now, I know that there is really very little that is new so one has to be careful not to claim originality for much, but with that caveat stated, let me suggest a Snyder definition of Biblical “agape” love.  That love is “the desire for and the active pursuit of, whenever it is possible, of that which is best for the object (person) that is loved.”  This definition of love does not exclude deep emotion but it is not predicated upon emotion.


The recently deceased Anglican rector, John R. W. Stott, stated the matter in more detail as follows:

There is much misunderstanding about the true nature of love.  We may be sure that Jesus did not issue commands, which cannot be obeyed.  Since he commanded us to love each other (even, elsewhere, our enemies), we must conclude that the loving he meant is not the victim of our emotions, but the servant of our will.  We may not feel like loving somebody, but we are commanded to do so.  We have to learn deliberately to set our love on people whom we do not naturally like. --From 'The Upper Room Discourse', in "Christ the Liberator", by John Stott and others (Downers Grove: IVP, 1971), p. 59.


So the believer is commanded to love his neighbor, she is not commanded to “like” that neighbor.  Usually this kind of love will lead to liking but not always.  One can walk down the “brewery” lane of any large city and see a drunk individual and desire and seek the good of the person, in other words,  love that person and not like anything at all about that person.  Odors, dirt, disgusting language and similar drunkenness related issues don’t need to be liked but the person needs that which is best for her.  He needs to be “loved.”


So in conclusion, how do we learn to love?  As usual let us see what the Bible says about this.



7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  1 John 4:7-11 (The Holy Bible, ESV)

Happy Biblical loving.
