CHRIST'S DEATH AND HOW IT BENEFITS BELIEVERS
By Johnny Hunton

The great willing sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ has resulted in wonderful blessings and benefits for believers. It is well for us to review the Scripture that relates to those truly historic events. 
JUST WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED AT THE CROSS OF CALVARY?
 
I.) THE PROPITIATION OF OUR SINS: "atoning sacrifice,"  "mercy seat"
                A.) I JOHN 2:2; 4:10 "Herein is love."
                B.) ROMANS 3:25 "through faith in His blood"
 
                "Christ died for our (us sinners) sins - according to the scriptures." God can show mercy
                to repentant sinners, for His Son has shed His sinless blood as an atoning sacrifice for
                our sins!
 
II.) FORGIVENESS MADE POSSIBLE
                A.) COLOSSIANS 1:14 "even the forgiveness of sins."
                B.) EPHESIANS 1:7 "redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins."
 
III.) THE PURGING OF OUR SINS 

 Christ accomplished our cleansing of sins and wiping out of guilt.
                A.) HEBREWS 1:3 "When He had by Himself purged our sins..
                B.) HEBREWS 9:22, 26, 10:12 Christ purged our sins by "one sacrifice."
                C.) I JOHN 1:7 "The blood of Jesus Christ His (God's) Son cleanses us from all sin."
                D.) ROMANS 4:25; 8:32 Christ was "delivered for our offenses."
                E.) REVELATION 1:5 Jesus Christ "washed us from our sins in His own blood."
                F.) See also about "bearing our sins:" ISAIAH 53:6; II CORINTHIANS 5:21; HEBREWS 9:28
 
IV.) ETERNAL REDEMPTION  

Set free from the enslavement of sin and released to a new freedom because of the sacrifice of Christ. The redemption price was His sinless blood. I PETER1:18-19
                A.) HEBREWS 9:12 "By His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having
                obtained eternal redemption for us"
                B.) REVELATION 5:9 Jesus was "slain, and hast redeemed us to God by His blood.."
                The Lord "gave Himself a ransom for all." I TIMOTHY 2:6
                C.) GALATIANS 3:13 "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
                curse for us."
 
V.) RECONCILIATION  

The Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, restored peace  and friendship between repentant, believing sinners and God the Father.
                A.) I PETER 3:18 "For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that
                He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but made alive again by the 
                Spirit."
                B.) ROMANS 5:10 .."when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
                His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."
                C.) EPHESIANS 2:12-18 .."now in Christ Jesus you who sometimes were far off are made
   nigh by the blood of Christ. For He is our peace, Who has made both one, and has broken down

   the middle wall of partition between us, having abolished in His flesh the enmity ...for
                to make in Himself of two one new man, so making peace; and that He might reconcile
                both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby..."
                D.) COLOSSIANS 1:20-22 Jesus, "having made peace through the blood of His cross, by 
                Him to reconcile all things unto Himself..."
 
   VI.) JUSTIFICATION ACCOMPLISHED 
                ROMANS 5:9  "...being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
                Him." God declares the believer righteous, though he be a sinner. (Read about Abraham's
                justification by faith - apart from any works: ROMANS 4:1-8.)
 
   VII.) SANCTIFICATION  
  Separated from the world and set apart unto God for His use and glory.  We believers should be                            progressively conforming to holy living/Christ likeness. We will be completely sanctified when Jesus comes for us.
                A.) HEBREWS 10:10  ..."we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
                once for all."
   B.) HEBREWS 13:12 "Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with                 
                own blood, suffered without the gate."
 
   VIII.) ADOPTION INTO GOD'S ETERNAL FAMILY  When a sinner repents and receives the Lord 
                Jesus Christ by faith, he is born again and becomes a son/child of God (JOHN 1:12) and 
                immediately has family rights and privileges of an heir.
                GALATIANS 4:4-7  "But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, 
                made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that
                we might receive the adoption of sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the
                Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father. Wherefore, you are no more a 
                servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ." Check out about sons
                of God in I JOHN 3:1-2.
 
   IX.) PROVISION OF BOLD ACCESS TO GOD'S THRONE
                HEBREWS 10:19  "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
                blood of Jesus." We believers are invited in many BIBLE references to call upon God in
                praying. Having repented of and confessed all sins, we certainly can approach the throne
                of God boldly - praying in the name of our Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Consider
                PSALM 66:18; I JOHN 1:9) Of course, faith must accompany all prayers! 
 
   X.) DELIVERANCE FROM THE BONDAGE AND FEAR OF DEATH AND THE POWER OF IT
                HEBREWS 2:14-15  "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He
                also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that
                had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were 
                all their lifetime subject to bondage."
 
  XI.) THE DEATH OF JESUS WAS EVERY BIT FOR US SINNERS!  PRAISE GOD!!
                A.)  HEBREWS 2:9  Jesus tasted "death for every man."
                B.)  ROMANS 5:6-8  "Christ died for the ungodly" - all of us sinners.
                C.)  I THESS. 5:9-10  "For God has not appointed us unto wrath, but to obtain salvation by
                our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live to-
                gether with Him." (And it is eternal salvation; JOHN 3:15-16, 36; 10:27-29; 11:25-26; 
                ROMANS 6:23 and many other references.)
                D.)  TITUS 2:14  "Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and
                purify unto Himself a peculiar (specially His own), zealous of good works."
                E.)  I JOHN 3:16  "...He laid down His life for us.."
                F.)  EPHESIANS 5:25  "...as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it."
                G.) II COR. 5:14-15  "For the love of Christ (demonstrated at the cross) constraineth/moti-
                vates us; because we thus judge, that if One died for all, then were all dead: and that He
                died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him
                Who died for them and rose again." (We ought to do as Paul did - he certainly did not 
                live for himself!)
 
        Search the Scriptures - and I feel sure that you will find other benefits and blessings that believers
        receive because of the great sacrifice the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary!           S
2

