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 PEACEMAKERS 
Jed N. Snyder      Matthew 5:9 

To teach the blessedness of helping others make peace by introducing them to the Prince of Peace and 

helping them to understand how peace can be brought into their lives by the power of the Holy Spirit.  To 

accomplish this in a manner as to enhance their experience of worship. 

 

Introduction: 

 We are nearing the end of the second table of the Beatitudes.  We have seen that the first four 

have a relationship primarily to God and our attitude towards him, the second four are more directed 

towards relationships towards our fellow man.  None is more obvious in that regard than the blessedness 

that comes from being a peacemaker.   

Remember that the whole Sermon on the Mount is a message of the differences that Christ 

expects and makes possible for the Christian.  Remember that the overall theme could be "Christian 

Counter-culture". 

 

I.  Peacemaking Defined and Described 

 

This compound adjective comes from peace (eirene) and to make (poieo) (Vine).  It is used of the 

person who endeavors to assist in the bringing of two or more who are at odds together in a peaceful 

solution.  The root word carries the ideas of harmony, peace in the sense of out of danger, and a peace 

that is nearly synonymous with salvation because it is a spiritual bringing of the sinner to terms with God by 

way of the blood of Jesus (Arndt and Gingrich). Kittel adds the following ideas: Ancient Greeks used the 

word to indicate protection by God from the people's enemies and/or natural disasters; strong kings who by 

force brought pacification.  However in this place Kittel clearly states, "The reference is to those who 

disinterestedly come between two contending parties and try to make peace.  These God calls His sons 

because they are like Him". 

Negatively illustrated:  peacemaking is not the art of compromise when it means deviating from 

God's standard of truth.  It is not simply acquiescing to situations that are difficult until such time as a 

different arrangement can be arrived at.  Political treaties often practice this quasi-deceitful effort at 

compromise temporarily until a greater advantage can be gained.  We don't have time now but we could 

illustrate this with several of the so-called "Peace Treaties" that have been enacted between the "super-

powers" in the world in this century. 

Nor is peacemaking an outward smoothing over of difficulties without real forgiveness and 

forgetting of harm that had been done creating the need for peacemaking in the first place.  Sometimes in 

counseling I find out that people have smoothed over difficulties without forgiveness.  Then when a new 

difficulty arises they dredge up the memory of the previous wrong and use that as ammunition for the 

current battle.  That is not making peace, but just postponing the time of reckoning.  This smoothing over of 

difficulties can be a good preliminary step towards real forgiveness and peacemaking, but unfortunately it 

is often left right there and the forgiveness process is never completed. 

Jesus illustrated peacemaking in his life supremely when he by his death made it possible for us to 

first have peace with God, Himself and through Him to have peace between ourselves.  Jesus brought 

peace to those who would believe in him.  To those who went about to establish their own righteousness in 

their own pride, Jesus brought a sword.  Peacemaking can always be rejected and thereby create new 
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tensions.  Do you remember the story of the woman who had been bound by Satan in a difficult sickness, 

Jesus released her. Luke 13:10-17. 

Mark 5:1-20 tells the story of the demonized man of the Gerasenes.  Jesus released him from the 

power of the demons and so gave him peace. 

Paul illustrated the concept of peacemaking in many situations, but never at the expense of truth.  

In Philippians 4:2-3 Paul pleads with two ladies who were not getting along, and apparently creating 

difficulty for the whole group of believers, to agree with each other, i.e. be at peace with each other.  On 

the other hand when Peter had compromised his position, Paul withstood him, even at the expense of 

peace.  Paul and Barnabas had no small disputation between themselves over John Mark going on the 

second journey with them.  Paul sought peace, but not at the expense of principle. 

In modern life we are to seek peace, but that does not mean appeasement.  As much as it 

depends upon us, we are to live at peace with all (Romans 12:18); to pursue peace (I Peter 3:11); to strive 

for peace with all men (Hebrews 12:14). 

It was said recently that in 1987 there were 22 wars in the world at the cost of 2.2 million lives.  We 

as Christians are told to pray for our governments so that we may live peaceable and quiet lives.  Later 

here in Matthew 5 we are to be the salt of the earth, thereby slowing the decay process.  Anyone who is 

alert to the divorce statistics knows that in marriages there is great need for peacemaking and thus for 

those who would be the facilitators of peace.  The illustrations of the areas in which a believer can exert his 

influence for peacemaking are myriad. 

 

II. Peacemaking's Cost 

 

Peacemaking is not an easy task and often requires much cost on the part of the one striving to 

assist in restoring peace. 

Mark 8:34-35 Note the issue of self-denial and then compare this to John 12:24-25. Note that 

death is required.  One of the hardest expressions to use with true meaning is "I'm sorry, I'm wrong, will 

you forgive me?"  Forgiveness is costly.  Unless we understand what forgiveness really is, we cannot be 

fully forgiven for our own sins.  Forgiveness involves accepting the hurt and pain of the other’s sin against 

you and letting that person go completely free.  It further involves not holding a grudging memory of the evil 

that was done to you or your loved one. 

     If we are the cause of the lack of peace in any situation, we need to apologize and seek forgiveness. 

     If we are observers and have a relationship in which we have an entrance to the aggrieved parties, then 

we should help the contenders by 'washing the feet'(John 13) of those who have been defiled by the sin 

which is ultimately the cause of the absence of peace. I believe that the love of the believer is the greatest 

asset he possesses to be a peacemaker.  This love is in response to God's gift of love. 

John Foster Dulies: "The world will never have lasting peace so long as men reserve for war the 

finest human qualities.  Peace, no less than war, requires idealism and self-sacrifice and a righteous and 

dynamic faith." 

 

III. Peacemaking's Process 

 

Romans 12:16-21 Note especially 16, 18.  It is our responsibility to live at peace as much as it 

depends on us. 
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Matthew 18:15-18 Note the three step procedure of dealing with our fellow believers when there is 

difficulty between us. 1. Privately  2. With one or two others  3. "The church" which I understand to mean 

the elders who stand before God as representatives of the church body. 

Galatians 6:1 Note the attitudes-restorative, gently, considering yourself lest you be tempted, and 

v. 2 carrying each other's burdens. 

 

IV. Peacemaking's Reward 

 

The reward for peacemaking is the highest that can be obtained in this world.  To be called the 

sons of God implies the entering into the very work that God does in this world.  Jesus was introduced by 

the angels as bringing peace on earth, yet in another place he indicated that his teaching would bring a 

sword even to the extent that family members would turn against each other because some followed the 

Prince of Peace.  As the sons of God we are sent into the world to proclaim the same message that 

brought Jesus to die on the cross, for in the end true peace between men can be obtained only by coming 

to true peace with God.  

We are called to receive this reward.  In 2 Cor. 5:20 Paul urges us to the wonderful ministry of 

calling people to reconciliation with God.  This is peacemaking at its highest.  The reward for peacemaking 

is to experience what God means when He calls us sons of God.  There is a wonderful sense of 

usefulness and emotional uplift when we know that we have been used of God as a peacemaker.  It is a 

real entering into God's purpose in sending Jesus into the world.  

 

Conclusion: 

Have you peace with God?  Are you his child?  Are a wandering child that needs to return to his 

home, receiving his forgiveness and love? 

Do you know of a situation in which God might use you to be a peacemaker?  If so, will you count 

the cost and accept that cost and thereby enter into the peacemaking process?  

"High up in the Andes Mountains, there stands a bronze statue of Christ.  Its base is granite, and 

the figure is fashioned from old cannons.  It marks the boundary between Argentinia and Chile.  

Engraved in Spanish  are the words, "Sooner shall these mountains crumble into dust than 

Argentines and Chileans break the peace sworn at the feet of Christ the Redeemer." 

For many years, the people of these two countries had been quarreling about their boundaries.  

Both countries were suffering from the mistrust created. 

In  1900, when the conflict was at its peak, some citizens begged their leaders to ask King Edward 

VII of Great Britain to mediate the dispute.  On May 28, 1903, the two governments signed a treaty ending 

the conflict. 

During the celebration that followed Senora de Costa had a statue of Christ shaped from the very 

cannons that had been used to strike terror into the hearts of the Chileans.  It was taken to the summit of 

Uspallata Pass and was set up at the point where the two countries meet amidst perpetual snow. 

At the dedication ceremony, the statue was presented to the world as a sign of the victory of good 

will.  Senora de Costa knelt and prayed, "Protect, O Lord, our native land.  Ever give us faith and hope. 

May fruitful peace be our first patrimony and good example its greatest glory." 

This monument stands today as a reminder that only Christ can bring real peace to the world. 

(Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations). 


