ASKING AND RECEIVING FROM THE LORD
By Johnny Hunton
“And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us: And if we KNOW that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we KNOW that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.”  (I JOHN 5:14-15)

Now, the assurance the believer gets from the “record,” the things written in the Word of God, gives a confidence and a boldness to go to God in prayer. “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,  that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  (HEBREWS 4:16) To be heard we must ask in faith according to God’s will. Knowing that we have eternal life in Christ gives us confidence that God will hear and answer us.

The desire of a true believer is to do God’s will. When one is ignorant of the will of God, he might ask and not be heard. One must abide in Christ, feeding upon His Word, yielding to His Spirit to know the will of God and to pray according to His will.  Is God’s prayer promise a restraint to a believer’s prayers?  No!  The born again child of God wants God’s will to be done! 

To know that we are heard is simply to trust and apply the promises of His Word. We don’t know when the answers will come, but with the eyes of faith, we are assured that the petitions asked of God are present possessions - or shall be so. 

The following are some verses which speak of asking and receiving:

            “Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for everyone that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened.” (MATT. 7:7-8) “Therefore I (Jesus) say unto you, What things soever you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have them.” (MARK 11:24) “And whatsoever you shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you shall ask anything in My name, I will do it.” (JOHN 14:13-14) “If you abide in Me (Jesus), and My Words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you…And in that day you shall ask Me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in My name,  He will give it to you. Hitherto have you asked nothing in My name; ask and you shall receive, that your joy may be full.” (JOHN 15:7; 16:23-24)

            “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, Who gives to all men liberally, and upbraideth not (no rebuke or reproof); and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering: for he that wavers is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed.” (JAMES 1:5-6) 

 
“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things which are pleasing in His sight.” (I JOHN 3:22) 

“Call unto Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things which you know not.” (JEREMIAH 33:3)

            A couple of warnings: 

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” (PSALM 66:18)

“You lust, and have not: you kill and desire to have, and cannot obtain: you fight and war, but you have not because you ask not. You ask and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your lusts.” (JAMES 4:2-3)

 Of course, if sin is hindering our prayers, we have a great promise from God for repentant sinners: “If we confess our sins – (name them), He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I JOHN 1:9) PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!!!
